12 University English

How to Read Literature Like a Professor

Assignment: 
Read the photocopied selections from the text How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster. 

Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper (1/2 page – 1 page each):
1. Introduction: How’d He Do That? 


How do memory, symbol, and pattern affect the reading of literature? How does the 
recognition of patterns make it easier to read complicated literature? Discuss a time 
when your appreciation of a literary work was enhanced by understanding symbol or 
pattern. 

2. Interlude: One Story


Write your own definition for intertextuality and archetype. Then identify an archetypal 
story and apply it to a literary work with which you are familiar.
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