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A Different Perspective

        The connection between animals and humans has been a topic of study for scientists for centuries; Yann Martel incorporates this into his novel by reflecting the personality of a 12 year old boy through everyday zoo animals using Sigmund Freud’s theory of psychoanalysis. Psychoanalysis is a breakdown of a human brain and subjects of study to further understand human behavior. According to Freud a person’s psyche is divided into three sections: the id, ego and super-ego. Martel uses a zebra as one of the animals that reflects Pi’s psyche; the zebra portrays the ego in Freud’s theory as the overall pleaser. Secondly, an orang-utan is used as another animal who survives the shipwreck; this animal is used to represent the super-ego of his theory as a dictator of right and wrong. The last part of a person’s psyche according to Freud is the id, the dark and greedy side of one’s personality and this is expressed through the hyena. Pi’s psyche throughout the novel is reflected by the zebra, orang-utan and the hyena which represent the ego, super-ego and id separately.  These parts of Pi’s psyche when combined contribute to Pi’s overall success on his journey and his ability to survive transforming into an ultimate tiger, a well balanced being, a possibility of which lies in every individual. 
        Ego is one of three aspects to Freud’s theory of Psychoanalysis. The ego is defined as the key contributor to a person’s personality it is the part of someone that is shown in everyday life, it “is the organized, realistic part of one’s brain” (Stevenson). Meaning the ego is based on a reality principle it is the key component of how a person may come across, it is the first thing people notice when being introduced to someone for the first time. In Pi’s case he was an innocent, religious boy who caused no harm to others. Of course when faced with the situation of being lost at sea at first he began to keep his morals. TO the readers Pi was innocent to never hurt a fly and even at sea he could barely kill a fish without feeling some sort of guilt. “Tears flowing down my cheeks, I egged myself on until I heard a cracking sounds and I no longer felt any life fighting in my hands”( Martel 203) Pi’s ego was clearly a harmless creature with no intentions of ever hurting a single soul not even a fish in this case. This part of Pi was helped him keep his sanity, it kept him from losing faith and giving up, his ego helped Pi survive. Although this ego of Pi’s had changed throughout this journey, his survival still continued on. Martel used a zebra to reflect this trait of Pi’s. While on the boat the zebra became no threat to anyone it was considered a victim in the whole situation, just like Pi had been. Although Freud’s theory states that; “It’s the ego's job to meet the needs of the id” (Heffner). This quote explains the relationship between the ego and id. The id is the darkness or selfish part that lies within. The zebra was a victim of the id when it attacked therefore satisfying the id’s needs. This example proves the quote above by saying that Pi’s ego had to satisfy Pi’s id, he wanted food and his ego thought of a realistic plan to get it. His ego had become a sacrifice to the id therefore combining together, making Pi stronger. When the id had overcome the ego, the super-ego was sparked and forced to take action. 

      The super-ego is the second of the three demeanors to Freud’s theory. The super-ego is the most important of the three because it deals with a person’s morals and helps to decipher right from wrong. Martel used an orang-utan to express this part of Pi’s psyche. The orang-utan fit perfectly into this role because the super-ego “works with the conscience as it dictates our belief of right and wrong” (Heffner). While on the boat the id had become its greedy self and when mid attack of the ego, the orang-utan or the super-ego forces him to stop the attack by showing the hyena her power. “She pulled back her lips, showing off enormous canines, and began to roar…The hyena was startled…It cringed and backed off” (Martel 139) Pi also demonstrates his super-ego in the book as well. When Pi was lucky enough to find emergency supply rations on the life boat he shows restraint from eating it all and states: “I considered opening another carton, but I thought better. No harm in exercising a little restraint.”(Martel 159) Even though inside he had been craving food and water for quite some time, he knew better, he knew it was the right thing to do to save some because he does not know how long he will be at sea. This is a perfect example of the super-ego over powering Pi’s id inside him. This part of Pi helped him from immediately becoming a full savage. With the ego and super-ego eventually over thrown by Pi’s id, Pi’s survival begins to be questioned, whether or not he can control himself with his dark side becoming his main source of thought.

    The id is the evil side most humans do not display at first, but will always linger inside. This is the third and final human behavior aspect according to Freud’s psychoanalysis theory. The definition of the id is said to be “the most primitive motivational force, the id demands immediate gratification: it is ruled by the pleasure principle, demanding satisfaction now, regardless of circumstances and possible undesirable effects.”(Stevenson) In Pi’s journey he’s been at sea a while and his id, wants food, water and well more food. Pi had become controlled by it; going from this his religious self at the beginning of his journey who could barley kill a fish to a talented marine animal killer. “I took hold of a hatchet and brought it down on the turtle’s neck, gashing it… The blood I managed to collect gave off no particular smell. I took a sip.”(Martel 223) The hyena had been a perfect pick to portray the id inside of Pi. The id is selfish; when it wants something it ignores all possible side effects and greedily does what it wants. This is exactly like the hyena, it wanted food because it was hungry so it ate the zebra and it ate the orang-utan. Just like Pi, when Pi wanted something to drink he killed a turtle in order to drink its blood. We mustn’t forget the fourth and final animal that had been present on this life raft throughout the novel as well, the African Bengal tiger. Richard Parker was his name, and he had eventually killed the hyena after sometime therefore killing the third and final animal found to be portraying a 12 year old boys psyche. This tiger had become a combination of all 3 the whole time. Ultimately even though all three animals got killed off their significance remained within Richard Parker and Pi until the end. Richard Parker was Pi. With a balance of all three behavior types Pi was able to survive longer and eventually make it to salvation. Pi survived because he frequently used the id, ego and super-ego within him. This allowed him to know what he wanted, make a plan to get it, but keep his sanity and know when he went too far. 

      The animals that Martel uses to act as the ego, super-ego and id are eventually killed off but their purpose remains very much alive therefore helping Pi survive and letting the tiger inside him come out. The zebra has been a victim to the hyena, just like Pi’s ego was a victim to his id. The orang-utan portraying the superego tried its best to keep the id from becoming to powerful, Pi’s super ego helped him show restraint and keep from letting his urges take over. When the hyena had become the only animal that was thought to be left on the life raft, pi’s inner tiger had come out and finished it off therefore transforming into a balance of all 3 human behaviours. In conclusion these animals had been wrote out by the author to reflect the ego, super-ego and id as different behavioural patterns which according to Freud is present in every humans brain. 
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