12 University English

Note on Narrative Structure

Structure

· Structure describes the arrangement and placement of materials within the narrative or drama.
· While plot concerns conflict, structure concerns the way the work is shaped to bring out the conflict.
· The study of structure deals with the causes and reasons for matters such as placement, balance, recurring themes, juxtapositions, true and misleading conclusions, suspense, and the imitation of models or forms such as conversations, confessions, and the like.
Formal vs. Actual Structure

· Often authors and dramatists manipulate the formal pattern
· Mysteries often withhold elements of exposition until later
· Suspense stories often withhold details from the protagonist, but provide them to the reader
· Flashbacks can be used to alter the formal pattern

Writing about Structure

· Thesis should make a succinct statement about structure such as that it is arranged to reveal the nature of a character, or to create surprise, or to bring out maximum humor.
· You can address the entire structure or perhaps choose one portion to focus on.

