	
	 Level 4
	Level 3
	Level 2
	Level 1

	Conduct


	Demonstrates a clear respect for the discussion

Demonstrates patience with different opinions and complexity

Shows initiative by asking for clarification, bringing others into the conversation, and moving the conversation forward

Speaks to all participants (not just the teacher)

Avoids talking too much, too long, too softly

Uses appropriate language, and avoids inappropriate language



	Generally shows composure but may display some impatience with contrary or confusing ideas

Comments often, but does not necessarily encourage other to participate

May only address the teacher

May get into unnecessary debates
	Student participates and expresses a belief that his ideas are important in understanding the text

May sometimes loose composure

May make some insightful comments, but does not contribute much to the discussion 

Tends to debate rather than discuss
	Displays little respect for the discussion

May become argumentative 

Minor distractions are taken advantage of 

Arrives unprepared, without the text or notes

	Speaking/

Reasoning


	Understands questions before answering 

Cites specific evidence from the text or elsewhere

Expresses complete thoughts

Comments are logical and thoughtful

Avoids bad logic


	Responds to questions voluntarily 

Comments indicate student has given thought to the text but may not show appreciation of subtler points

Comments are logical but may not make connections among ideas of previous speakers

Ideas are interesting enough to warrant a response


	Responds to some questions but has to be prodded

Comments reflect that the student has read the text, but comments are not very insightful 

Comments may not contribute to the flow of the discussion


	Does not participate 

Comments are illogical 

May express incomplete ideas



	Listening


	Pays attention to details, writes down questions and thoughts

Responses take into account the comments of other participants and demonstrates that the student is following the discussion

Points out bad logic, but does not argue

Overcome distractions


	Generally pays attention and responds thoughtfully to ideas and questions of other participants and the teacher

Becomes too absorbed with own ideas and is distracted by his/her own opinions


	Takes few notes during the seminar 

Finds the comments of others unimportant


	Is uninvolved in the discussion

Takes no notes

	Reading


	Student is thoroughly familiar with the text and has come prepared with notes or marked pages

Can find specific passages when needed


	Has read the text and come with some questions and ideas regarding it 

May have some prepared notes

Relies on paraphrasing of the text 


	Appears to have skimmed the text only 

Key concepts are misunderstood

Little evidence of being prepared
	Is clearly unprepared

Makes it obvious that sh/he has not read the required chapters


